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2WHO WE ARE
The Other Press has been Douglas College’s student 
newspaper since 1976. Since 1978 we have been 
an autonomous publication, independent of the 
student union. We are a registered society under 
the Society Act of British Columbia, governed by an 
eight-person board of directors appointed by  and 
from our staff. Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus.  
The Other Press is published weekly during 
the fall and winter semesters, and monthly during 
the summer. We receive our funding from a 
student levy collected through tutition fees every 
semester at registration, and from local and national 
advertising revenue. The Other Press is a member 
of the Canadian University Press (CUP), a syndicate 
of student newspapers that includes papers from all 
across Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose 
what we will publish, and we will not publish 
material that is hateful, obscene, or condones 
or promotes illegal activities. Submissions may 
be edited for clarity and brevity if necessary. All 
images used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
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Before I started my tenure as Editor in Chief at The Other Press, I’d read this page, the “Lettitor,” and think to myself “it must be nice 
to get to write whatever you want on your very own page each week.” 
When my predecessor, former EIC Cody Klyne, told me how he’d 
struggle to come up with something enlightening to say each issue, I 
empathized… but secretly I knew that for me it would be easy.
Boy, was I an arrogant, stupid asshole.
The thing is, as much as I love editing this paper, it really is a lot 
harder than it looks to try to entertain you all. When I sit down to 
write this little weekly shout-out to the readers, I alternate between 
being terrified that people won’t read it—and worrying that people 
will read it. So far, I’ve erred on the side of “fuck it”—revealing 
probably way too personal information about myself. But, alas, as my 
therapist keeps telling me, lettitors are not a replacement for therapy. 
So, please help me out. If no one rescues me from my writer’s 
block misery soon, here is a sampling of the bad lettitor topics I have 
lined up:
• Why I don’t like rain
• The pros and cons of Beyoncé
• Foods I like to eat
• Twitter
• A diatribe of the cult of Ryan Gosling
If there’s something you want to hear about, let me know. You can 
reach me at editor@theotherpress.ca, or just stop by room 1020 of the 
New Westminster campus on Monday nights. Hope to hear from you 
soon!
Sharon Miki
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BCGEU strike
Picketing for equal wages
By Elliot Chan, 
Contributor
On Wednesday November 14, a 
large group of support 
staff employees gathered 
outside of the empty 
Douglas College. After 
a resounding 77 per 
cent vote in favour for 
the strike earlier this 
month, BC Government 
and Service Employees’ 
Union members dis-
played their dissatisfac-
tion on Royal Avenue 
and 8th Street with 
prominent yellow signs. 
The union has been 
without a contract 
since June 30, 2010, 
and negotiations have 
been a slow process. 
“We prefer to be 
at work,” said Kirk 
Pedersen, a web and 
social media specialist, 
“we don’t want to be out 
here.” A statement most 
picketers echoed on a 
clear autumn day. But 
many are hoping that the 
strike would call some 
attention to the issues. 
“We want a livable 
wage,” said Tana Frie, a 
graphic designer, “there 
should be an equal wage 
within all universi-
ties and colleges.”
Currently Douglas 
College offers one of 
the lowest wages for 
service employees in 
the province. Although 
these workers are doing 
the same jobs as those 
from UBC and SFU, they 
are not receiving equal 
compensation. “Cost of 
living has increased,” 
said Bryan Hoff, a web 
designer, “[The govern-
ment and college] need 
to catch up and help 
people financially.” 
“Douglas College 
support staff deserve a 
fair and reasonable deal,” 
said BCGEU President 
Darryl Walker. “The 
monetary offer on the 
table at Douglas College 
is half what support staff 
at other post-secondary 
institutions such as 
UBC and SFU have 
settled for. That’s unfair 
and it’s not right.” 
At the moment, 
the 304 support staff 
members at Douglas 
include registration staff, 
IT services, library assis-
tants, bookstore clerks, 
student services, and 
financial aid advisers. 
“It’ll probably hap-
pen again if it doesn’t 
get resolved,” said 
Pedersen, in regards to 
the strike’s longevity, 
“rotating strikes will 
continue from one 
district to the next.” 
Sandra Mountain, 
the Bargaining 
Committee 
Chairperson for 
Douglas tries to 
view the future with 
optimism, “We are wait-
ing. There is bound to 
be more activity.” But a 
fair solution still seems 
to be up in the air. “It is 
time to move on,” says 
Mountain, “There 
are other things 
that need to be 
focused on.” 
The striking staff 
returned to work on 
Thursday. A renewed 
collective bargaining 
agreement remains 
to be negotiated.
Nov. 21 to 28
By Dylan Hackett, 
News Editor
Wednesday, Nov. 21
Douglas College Health 
Fair, 10 a.m. – 4 .p.m.
The 2nd annual 
Douglas College Health 
Fair will be active in 
the New Westminster 
concourse, enticing 
students to burn calories, 
giving tips on how to 
stay fit and active, and 
promoting healthy liv-
ing. A wide variety of 
prizes are available for 
participants including 
Whitecaps season tickets, 
gym memberships, and 
a variety of gift card sets. 
Visit http://www.doug-
life.ca/2012/featured-
post/health-fair-2012/ 
for more information.
DCBA Food Drive, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
The Douglas College 
Business Association 
will be in the concourse 
collecting non-perishable 
food donations on behalf 
of the Salvation Army. 
The food drive will take 
place in the concourse 
of the New Westminster 
campus until the 30th.
Audio Engineering 
Program information 
session, 5:30 p.m.
Douglas’ Community 
Music School is holding an 
information session for the 
Audio Engineering pro-
gram. Program staff will 
be at the session to inform 
interested applicants on 
program dates, costs, 
and registration dates. 
The event will be held in 
Room 3220 at the New 
Westminster campus. 
Thursday, Nov. 22
DCBA Food Drive, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 23
DCBA Food Drive, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Choirs in Concert, 
7:30 p.m.
Watch the Douglas 
College Choral Society, 
conducted by Eric 
Hannan, perform a 
number of pieces includ-
ing Vivaldi’s Gloria, 
and other select pieces 
from Bach, Brahms, 
Byrd, Grieg, Monteverdi, 
and others. General 
admission is $15, senior 
admission is $10, and 
students are free.
Basketball vs. Langara 
College, 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Come support the 
men’s and women’s 
Royals basketball teams 
face off against the 
Langara Falcons! The 
women’s match begins 
at 6 p.m. and men’s at 
8 p.m. in the main gym 
at New Westminster.
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Feminists for Gender 
Equality Club kicks off
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
On Friday, November 16, one of Douglas 
College’s newest 
clubs put in its first 
public appearance. The 
Feminists for Gender 
Equality club had tables 
at both campuses to help 
introduce themselves 
to the school. The club 
screened relevant docu-
mentaries as they encour-
aged interested parties 
to write down what they 
thought feminism was 
on a large whiteboard 
to show the many inter-
pretations of the word.
Co-president, Sarah 
Kahn had this to say 
about the purpose of the 
club, “We want to raise 
awareness on gender-
related issues and create 
workshops to help bring 
people understanding. 
We believe in gender 
equality. Equality for 
both men and women 
or however you like to 
identify yourself. We’d 
like to bring awareness 
to certain things that 
happen, sometimes 
on a daily basis, that 
we kind of accept as a 
norm, and that needs 
to be changed.”
The club is the recent 
brainchild of Kahn and 
Illoradanon Efimoff. “We 
started the club some-
where in mid-October. 
I think we just started 
it as a small group with 
a few friends, and we 
made a Facebook page 
and started inviting a 
few people, and then it 
started getting really, 
really popular. We had 
more and more people 
joining the club, and 
then they started invit-
ing other people, and 
within a month or so 
we had about 50 mem-
bers,” beamed Kahn. 
Kahn also com-
mented that over 30 
additional people had 
signed up due to their 
promoting that day.
“I think it kind of 
reflects the demographic 
of the college. I’d say 
it’s mostly people who 
are in their twenties, 
but we do have people 
who are mature students 
as well,” commented 
Kahn on the makeup 
of their membership. 
“We’d like to get more 
men involved. I think 
it’s more female centric. 
It’s an ideology that’s 
attracted more women. 
We do have members of 
both [sexes] though.” 
While the club 
doesn’t currently have 
any upcoming events, 
Kahn mentioned a project 
they already have in the 
works. “Right now we’re 
working on a magazine, 
and we hope to publish 
that and distribute that 
among students.” There 
are also plans to collabo-
rate in the future with the 
DSU Pride Community 
and the Women’s Centre.
For more informa-
tion, or to join the club, 
check out their Facebook 
page, “Douglas College 
Feminists for Gender 
Equality Club.”
Clark launches an online 
bullying resource at 
downtown conference
By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
Prompted by the suicide of Coquitlam 
teen Amanda Todd a 
month ago, last Tuesday 
the British Columbia 
government held an 
anti-bullying conference 
in Vancouver. Expect 
Respect and A Safe 
Education (ERASE) 
Bullying is the project of 
Premier Christy Clark, 
who used the summit to 
unveil an online-based 
bullying resource aimed 
at teens and children 
in order to make it 
easier for them to report 
instances of bullying. 
The web portal has 
been in the works by the 
provincial government 
since June, and is part 
of a larger campaign to 
actively reduce bullying 
in schools and bring 
issues to the attention 
of parents and admin-
istrators. The ERASE 
Bullying website brings 
awareness to the different 
definitions of bullying, 
including physical, 
verbal, social and 
emotional, and cyber-
bullying. It also provides 
resources for parents as 
well as students, such 
as tools to help identify 
if your child is a bully. 
In addition to provid-
ing resources, Clark’s 
project includes a report-
ing website, called Report 
Bullying BC. Bullied 
students can fill out a 
form on the website with 
relative anonymity and 
their report will be sent 
to a safe-schools coor-
dinator in their school 
district, the addition of 
which is also part of the 
comprehensive ERASE 
Bullying initiative. 
Included in the 
conference were 
Education Minister 
Don McRae, Clark, a 
number of anti-bullying 
experts, and over 130 
students from BC who 
participated by sharing 
their experiences with 
and views on bullying. 
In a release published 
on the BC government’s 
website, Clark stated 
“The summit brought 
together a wide range of 
participants who were 
in agreement: stopping 
bullying requires a 
culture change in our 
schools, homes, and com-
munities. Community 
agencies, parents, educa-
tors, and students all 
need to play a role.” 
Clark also opened 
up the summit to 
citizens on the web via 
Twitter, inviting people 
to join the conversation 
by using the hash-tag 
#ERASEbullying to 
send questions to the 
premier and other 
conference attendees. 
By opening the discus-
sion on Twitter, Clark 
also opened the project 
up to public debate 
and scrutiny. The main 
criticism of the event is 
that in the 10-pronged 
plan includes no specific 
mention of the bullying 
faced by LGBTQ youth. 
Another controversy 
surrounding the sum-
mit was the exclusion 
of Carol Todd, mother 
of Amanda Todd, who 
had hoped to attend 
the summit as a listener 
or speaker. McRae told 
reporters in a released 
transcript from a telecon-
ference that anti-bullying 
experts led him to believe 
that including Todd 
would have the potential 
to upset some of the stu-
dent attendees, due to the 
fresh nature of Amanda 
Todd’s death. At present, 
BC government officials 
are working to control 
this issue and planning 
to meet with Todd to 
discuss the summit. 
The ERASE Bullying 
summit was summed 
up in a tweet by Clark, 
quoting presenter, 
anti-bullying expert, 
and author Barbara 
Coloroso: “We must do 
3 things: 1. Pay atten-
tion 2. Get involved 3. 
Never, ever look away.” 
The ERASE 
Bullying website is at 
erasebullying.ca and 
the tool to report bul-
lying can be found at 
reportbullyingbc.ca
Fighting for equality
Province works to ERASE bullying
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Weekly geopolitical 
events
By Keating Smith, 
Staff Writer
Africa: (Kenya) 42 
police officers were 
killed in an ambush 
in northern Kenya 
after the team was in 
pursuit of a group of 
cattle rustlers. Several 
officers were airlifted 
to hospitals in Nairobi 
but subsequently died 
from their injuries. 
Government officials 
say several of the 
bandits were killed 
or severely injured 
during the incident 
although exact numbers 
are unknown. Cattle 
theft is a growing and 
common problem in 
the country, which 
results in deadly clashes 
between thieves and 
their rivals each year. 
North America: 
(United States) British 
Petroleum has pleaded 
guilty charges related to 
the 2010 Gulf of Mexico 
oil spill and has agree 
to pay upwards of $4.5 
billon into the southern 
US on top of the tens of 
billions the corporation 
has already poured into 
the initial cleanup. 
Latin & South America: 
(Mexico) The State gov-
ernment in Chihuahua 
has collaborated 
with tortilla vendors 
in Ciudad Juárez to 
advertise for missing 
persons on tortilla 
wrapping paper. The 
advertisements are part 
of the ‘Protocolo Alba’ 
a program setup to help 
find missing persons in 
one of the most violent 
cities in the world. 
Asia- Pacific: (China) Xi 
Jinping became China’s 
new leader shoulder-
ing top posts in the 
Communist Party and 
its powerful military. 
Jinping comes into 
power at a time when 
the country is undergo-
ing a large political 
transition overwhelmed 
with government cor-
ruption and scandals, a 
slowing economy/GDP, 
and public demands 
for national reforms.
Europe: (Poland) 
Poland’s national 
independence holiday 
turned violent in 
Warsaw after hundreds 
of protestors threw 
brick, fireworks, and 
other miscellaneous 
objects at riot police. 
This is the second 
year the holiday has 
become violent, as left 
and right wing groups 
take advantage of the 
day to forcefully face 
off against one another 
on political issues 
concerning those who 
want a conservative, 
religious society that 
rejects foreign influence 
and those who want 
the country to join the 
European ‘norm.’
Middle East: (Israel/ 
Gaza) Tensions between 
Hamas and Israel have 
intensified over the 
week after both sides 
failed to a peace truce. 
The IDF has launched 
an offensive against 
militants in Gaza coined 
Operation Pillar of 
Defense. Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has order 
30,000 reservists on 
standby in the event 
the IDF does make a 
ground assault on the 
coastal enclave. Rockets 
from Gaza have hit 
targets as far as Tel 
Aviv — 71 km to the 
north of Gaza City.
BCIT investigates.
FORENSIC SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Learn from industry experts in forensic investigation, crime  
and intelligence analysis, computer crime, forensic nursing,  
and video analysis.
Join us for an information session:
Monday, January 14, 5:30–7:00 pm 
BCIT Downtown Campus 
555 Seymour Street, Vancouver
Register early at
bcit.ca/infosessions
It’s your career.
Get it right.
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Riot police confront demonstrators in Warsaw | Photo courtesy of REUTERS/Peter Andrews 
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A one-on-one with lead 
singer Simon Ward
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
In February of this year, the Toronto-
based six-piece band the 
Strumbellas released their 
debut album, My Father 
and the Hunter. The group 
embarked on a tour to 
promote the album ear-
lier this month, and now 
this Friday, November 
23, they’ll be stopping 
in Vancouver over at the 
Electric Owl. In anticipa-
tion for the upcoming 
show, I spoke with 
lead singer and proud 
daddy Simon Ward just 
after the tour began.
Since this was a 
special case, I chose to 
start off basic, what with 
there being six different 
members of the band. As 
cool as Ward is, I wanted 
to know about the group.
“Well they’re crazy, 
each and every one of 
them,” Ward states. “And 
we all got weird stuff 
going on, like I’m an ele-
mentary school teacher, 
our bassist [Darryl James] 
worked for a golf course 
company, another is a 
Ph.D. student—it’s kind 
of all over the map. We 
all just got jobs where 
we could take off any 
time we needed to.”
Something as hectic 
as a touring band can 
create a very tight knit 
relationship for a group, 
especially a seemingly 
as normal batch of folks 
as the Strumbellas. One 
of the perks of having 
such an eclectic band 
of pals is that they each 
bring something differ-
ent to the table. I mean, 
sure, five of them play 
multiple instruments 
on the album, but I’m 
referring to something 
very specific: this is 
the only band I’ve ever 
heard of that created a 
video game as a means of 
promoting themselves!
“Our keyboard-
ist Dave [Ritter], his 
girlfriend makes video 
games for a living, so 
Dave decided he’d learn 
how to make one. He 
spent a good 100 hours 
learning how to decode, 
but he made it.”
The game for those 
wondering is a delightful 
musical platformer, with 
graphics ranging some-
where between 8- and 
16-bit. Each character is 
a little cartoon version of 
the six in the Strumbellas, 
paired with their musical 
instrument as a weapon. 
Using recordings of their 
own voices for sound 
effects and with chiptune 
versions of every song 
on their very folksy 
album for each level, I 
can’t stress enough how 
awesome this game 
(and band) is. And as an 
added bonus, Ward gave 
players a little tidbit:
“According to Dave, 
Jon [Hembrey, our guita-
raist] is the best character, 
statistically speaking.”
I stated that the 
album was “folksy,” 
because I do feel that 
is the best category for 
the band. But you’ll 
find from just about 
every other source that 
the band is considered 
country—something 
I disagree with.
“I think most call it 
country because with this 
album especially, there is 
a lot of G, C, and D. It’s 
very under-toned like 
a lot of country music. 
But when people ask 
what we are, I just say, 
‘I don’t know.’ We just 
say we’re not jazz.”
Ward seems to 
always be the optimist, 
so when I asked him 
what the album was 
about, to say I was 
shocked by his answer 
is an understatement.
“It’s kind of a concept 
album, and it’s dedicated 
to my dad—that’s him on 
the cover. He died when 
I was younger, so it’s 
mostly a tribute album to 
him, and it’s about how 
I’m scared of facing the 
things he faced in life. 
You know how everyone 
is worried about becom-
ing their parents. It’s 
basically about me as ‘the 
Hunter,’ and how I’m 
scared to follow the same 
path my father went.”
But, again, Ward 
being the cool guy he is, 
is always the optimist.
“It’s weird, it’s a 
super dark album; death 
and my dad, that’s the 
whole album. I’m just 
going to tell people to 
put it on at parties.”
Don’t let the subject 
matter bum you out 
though. It’s very obvious 
from the first song, “The 
Sheriff,” that the group 
is having a great time. 
The music is immensely 
upbeat, and Ward’s 
beautiful vocals, regard-
less of what he’s singing 
about, are bound to put 
a smile on your face.
Once again, the 
Strumbellas will be 
playing the Electric Owl 
this Friday night with 
the Tom Fun Orchestra. 
Get in on the fun, have a 
few drinks, and be sure 
to enjoy this very cool 
band from Toronto.
If you can’t make 
the show, check out the 
game here: http://www.
thestrumbellas.ca/game.
The Strumbellas string me along
…But when people ask what we are, I just say, ‘I don’t 
know.’ We just say we’re not jazz.
Strumbellas | Photo courtesy of Heather Pollock
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By Adam Tatelman, 
Contributor
I was set to hate Halo 4 (released 
November 6); I felt my 
favourite sci-fi shooter 
franchise had reached 
a satisfying conclusion 
with Halo 3 (2007) 
(2010’s Reach prequel 
notwithstanding), and 
Bungie Studios seemed 
to agree, having pawned 
off the original “killer 
app” to Microsoft. If 
the creators who made 
millions from the 
intellectual property were 
ready to call it quits, why 
else would Microsoft’s 
new subsidiary, 343 
Industries, resurrect the 
years-dead story but to 
make a rushed, crappy 
cash grab sequel?
Turns out it’s a simple 
answer: to make the best, 
most engaging cash grab 
sequel they possibly 
could.
For a game that I 
thought had run out 
of room to grow, Halo 
4 manages to build on 
the existing lore in fan-
pleasing and intriguing 
ways, drawing on 
supplementary materials 
such as the Halo novels, 
comic books, and 
animations. I found it all 
very fleshed out; time 
was clearly taken to make 
sure the new story gelled 
with the established plot. 
This leads to a pretty 
big con, however; when 
you construct a game 
entirely out of pastiche 
and homage, newcomers 
to the series will be 
completely lost.
That isn’t to say 
the story isn’t well 
written—even if you 
have no clue what’s 
going on, there’s still a 
bit of character drama, 
which I feel makes all 
the difference in a game. 
I prefer my soulless 
killing machines to be 
capable of misplaced 
emotional attachment. 
Props to the writers at 
343 Industries for giving 
the Master Chief—
before only a faceless 
template for the player 
to project themselves 
onto—a touching 
character arc and the 
opportunity to choose a 
more personal mission 
over the orders of his 
superiors. It wouldn’t 
have worked without 
talented voice actor Steve 
Downes who, despite 
the Chief’s eternally 
obscured visage, subtly 
yet clearly expresses the 
emergent emotions the 
stoic soldier confronts. 
Coupled with the 
most convincing facial 
animation I have ever 
seen (on the supporting 
cast, of course), this 
effort demonstrates 343’s 
respect for the material.
There are of course 
purists out there who 
are afraid of change, but 
this game will placate 
them as well. There 
are new weapons and 
vehicles, but enough 
old favourites return 
unchanged to strike a 
balance between classic 
and contemporary, 
with only a few 
disappointing omissions 
(dual plasma rifles, you 
will be missed). Halo’s 
expansive battlefields 
return, inhabited by new 
enemies who crawl on 
the walls, project barriers, 
sling your grenades back 
at you, teleport, and even 
fly. Their aggressive wolf 
pack tactics make for fast-
paced firefights. Now if 
only the Prometheans 
didn’t look like Lego 
Bionicles.
Bottom line, Halo 
4 lets you strap on a 
jetpack, fly into a Dyson 
Sphere, and punch a 
megalomaniacal AI in 
the face. So now the only 
question that remains is: 
how much fun do you 
want to have?
New works by Elizabeth 
Carefoot in the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Back on November 8 and 9, a heart-
warming opening 
reception followed by 
a stirring Artist’s Talk 
opened a number of 
Douglas students and 
faculty to the works of 
Elizabeth Carefoot. But 
for the many that did 
not get the chance to 
attend these two events, 
I managed to get an 
interview with the artist 
on her latest exhibit in 
our Amelia Douglas 
Gallery, Needle Doodle.
When Carefoot 
isn’t putting on dance 
performances, she spends 
her time working with 
various art mediums. 
This new exhibit focuses 
on her multimedia 
work, which features 
everything from her 
sewn work to little 
creatures-of-sorts she’s 
put together.
I’ve always 
found multimedia art 
intriguing, as it’s built 
on combining a number 
of different art styles to 
create something that 
can only be described 
as original. I wanted 
to know what brought 
her to using all these 
mediums, rather than 
focusing on just one.
“When I was very 
young,” begins Carefoot, 
“on Fridays when I came 
home from school, I 
would find some small 
art gift on my desk from 
my father. He was not at 
all artistic and claimed 
he knew nothing about 
art, but on his way home 
from work he passed by 
an art store.
“Every Friday he 
would go into that 
art store and buy me 
something that caught 
his eye. He never asked 
the clerk what it was 
he was buying, and 
sometimes what I got 
from him was incomplete 
and some of the things 
he brought home were 
totally incomprehensible 
to me. So I was always 
experimenting with these 
materials without any 
instructions.”
Her art initially 
came from a personal 
place, so this puts 
light on the exhibit’s 
Artist’s Statement 
where Carefoot says it’s 
“a revealing display of 
my inner life.” But what 
does that mean to her all 
these years later?
“As with most artists, 
the artwork created is 
always a subconscious 
reflection of an inner life. 
I also try to incorporate 
something humorous 
and slightly incongruous 
into a piece. The ‘Angel 
of Birds’ is an example—
the rubber ducky in the 
lower corner is my little 
joke there. [Whereas] 
some of the darker pieces 
are a tribute to friends 
who have had traumatic 
experiences that have 
also affected me.”
What I like most 
about Carefoot is that 
she definitely outshines 
many past exhibit artists 
in personality and 
opinion. I’ve asked the 
question of what one 
would say to younger 
artists to the point 
where it’s been on the 
backburner for a while, 
but I had to know what 
Carefoot specifically 
would say in that 
situation. I got probably 
the most original answer 
I’ve heard in a long time.
“I feel that the least 
said is usually the better 
about artwork. The 
viewer has to put in some 
time with the work in 
order for it to speak to 
them. I encourage the 
viewer to come to his or 
her own interpretations 
of what [one] offers. We 
each bring our own 
life experiences to the 
interpretations of what 
we see, and the more 
work the viewer puts 
into trying to understand, 
the more he or she will 
get out of it.”
Needle Doodle will 
be up in the fourth floor 
of the New West campus 
in the Amelia Douglas 
Gallery until January 
4, 2013. As always, 
admission is open to 
everyone, so be sure to 
check out this unique 
new exhibit.
Halo 4: the second coming
The fibre of communication
There are of course purists out there who are afraid of 
change, but this game will placate them as well. 
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The best portrayals 
of historical figures in 
cinema
 
By Elliot Chan, 
Contributor
Portraying a historical figure is a right of 
passage for professional 
actors. The challenge 
tests their limits, gives 
them recognition, and 
might even win them 
an Academy Award. 
Every year notable actors 
morph themselves into 
famous politicians, 
celebrities, and athletes. 
This year in the movie 
Lincoln, Daniel Day-
Lewis will take on the 
title role as the United 
States’ 16th president. 
With one of the most 
renowned actors playing 
the part of one of the 
most revered historical 
figures, the star power 
is bound to cause a 
cinematic supernova. 
Therefore, it only makes 
sense to look back and 
mention five history- 
making performances. 
5. Johnny Depp as 
Raoul Duke in Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas 
(1998)
Raoul Duke was the 
pseudonym for gonzo 
journalist Hunter S. 
Thompson. It was 
Thompson’s alter ego, 
a character driven by 
a perpetual state of 
intoxication and in search 
of the elusive American 
dream. Depp was a close 
friend of Thompson prior 
to making the film—
perhaps that was the 
only way to get into the 
mind of such a complex 
personality. One moment 
he’ll be exhibiting traits 
of a southern gentleman 
and the next he would 
be raging over a subject 
like a “manic beast.” 
Depp found reasonable 
qualities in a person that 
continues to puzzle the 
public and some might 
say that those Thompson 
traits still linger in 
Depp’s performances to 
this day. 
  
4. Helen Mirren as 
Queen Elizabeth II in 
The Queen (2006)
In 2003, Mirren was 
dubbed a Dame in the 
courts of Buckingham 
Palace. Three years later, 
her performance in 
The Queen won her the 
Academy Award. Being 
the only actor to portray 
both Queen Elizabeths on 
film proves it, as she was 
able to bring sympathetic 
qualities to a seemingly 
emotionless figurehead, 
a mere image on our 
$20 bill. To do it all with 
respectable grace and 
dignity is a daunting feat, 
especially for a British 
decent. 
3. Forest Whitaker as Idi 
Amin in The Last King of 
Scotland (2006)
Whitaker’s chilling 
transformation into 
the Ugandan president 
ranged from subtle 
exchanges to dynamic 
teeth clenching 
sequences. The Last King 
of Scotland was far from 
an action movie, but 
Whitaker’s performance 
knocked me to the edge 
of my seat. There were 
close up shots where 
you looked into the 
man’s eyes and saw 
only the deep dilemma, 
the perplexity, and 
recognized the depth 
of the once too real dire 
situation. 
2. Ben Kingsley as 
Mahatma Gandhi in 
Gandhi (1982)
There are films that blend 
historical legacy with 
cinematic performances 
forever. A quality 
portrayal can allow the 
person, the message, 
and the memory to 
span the stretch of time. 
Kingsley’s Oscar-winning 
performance was both a 
triumph for cinema and 
humanity. We may watch 
superheroes and aspire 
to have special powers, 
but to watch a movie 
and inspire to be a better 
person—that is truly 
something else.  
1. Bruno Ganz as Adolf 
Hitler in Downfall (2004)
Keeping the infamous 
YouTube Hitler meme 
from this film aside, 
this hauntingly heartfelt 
performance by Ganz 
as the Nazi dictator 
created a boundary many 
were not ready to cross: 
sympathy for the devil 
exemplified to the fullest 
potential. The world is 
used to viewing Hitler 
as the merciless villain 
upon the podium, but 
in Downfall we catch a 
glimpse of the monster 
cowering, whimpering, 
and anticipating the 
end. A man, a character, 
and a performance are 
a multi-dimensional 
configuration; 
recognizing those facets 
takes great skill and 
effort, but only then can 
an actor understand 
another person’s 
decisions—another 
person’s life.
Movies for the history books
Johnny Depp as Raoul Duke in Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas | Photo courtesy of  www.dvdbeaver.com
Forest Whitaker as Idi Amin in The  Last King of Scotland 
Photo courtesy of filmgordon.wordpress.com 
Helen Mirren as Queen Elizabeth II ion The Queen
Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com
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By Jacey Gibb, 
Assistant Editor
The time is 8:25 p.m. on November 5. I’m 
anxiously watching the 
clock on my laptop, with 
a Dr. Funk lager already 
in hand, waiting for 
Graphixia’s first ever 
videocast to begin.
Unfortunately I’m 
even more inept than 
I thought I was with 
Google+ and I end up 
joining the Hangout 
almost 10 minutes late.
Already present 
are the four pillars of 
Graphixia, an online 
blog dedicated towards 
the exploration of 
comic books, both 
long-standing and 
recent. Graphixia’s 
origin is a modest one: 
back in January 2010, 
Peter Wilkins and 
David Wright, both 
English professors at 
Douglas College, began 
experimenting with 
collaborative writing on 
Google documents. These 
pieces quickly manifested 
into something more 
though, taking on a 
blog format with both 
writers producing 
500-word posts each 
week on continuously 
evolving topics. In 
April of 2011, two more 
comic book enthusiasts 
joined the roster and 
began contributing to 
the site: Brenna Clarke 
Gray, another English 
professor at Douglas, 
and Scott Marsden, a 
librarian from Alexander 
College, whose personal 
collection of over 20,000 
comic books has helped 
him earn the unofficial 
title of “head archivist of 
Graphixia.”
 “It’s all part of 
our global domination 
effect,” Wilkins explains 
in the minutes before the 
videocast goes live. As 
someone who’s far from 
a comic book aficionado, 
the idea of listening in on 
a lengthy dialogue about 
them seems daunting 
at first. But the spirited 
interplay between the 
Graphixia members, with 
such organic banter and 
delightful chemistry, 
quickly reassures me 
that their discussions are 
accessible to both comic 
book fans and non-fans 
alike.
As the videocast 
officially begins, Wright 
briefly introduces the 
group and notes the 
upcoming globetrotting 
of different members: 
Gray and Wilkins are 
traveling to England for 
Comics Forum to discuss 
a paper on Scott Pilgrim 
and the following week 
Wilkins and Wright are 
teaming up to present a 
multi-media project in 
China. What’s interesting 
to note, as Wilkins 
points out, is that both 
excursions are coming as 
an indirect result from 
the group’s blog.
“I think that if we 
hadn’t had Graphixia in 
the first place, we would 
never be doing these 
kinds of things, jetting 
around the world to talk 
about comic books to 
international audiences.”
From there the 
conversation moves 
fluidly, from ridiculing 
original X-men storylines 
to briefly debating 
whether or not a hyphen 
exists in the name 
Spider-man (they’ve 
discussed this before; 
while the correct spelling 
nowadays has a hyphen, 
it used to be a simple 
compound), but a focus 
starts to develop when 
Wright asks the question, 
“What is the state of 
comics in 2012?”
Gray has noticed 
that readers now are 
more interested in 
short-run, complete 
stories—she doesn’t want 
to meticulously collect 
every issue in a series. 
Marsden argues that this 
could also just be an issue 
of space, considering 
his own collection now 
weighs about the same 
as a pickup truck. It’s 
become unsustainable 
for him to continue 
collecting comic books at 
the rate he has been. But 
a shift has been taking 
place that may solve this 
issue. 
Despite the nostalgia 
factor of owning physical 
copies, the digitalization 
of most comic books may 
inevitably be where the 
industry’s future lies. 
Last month Graphixia 
oriented their posts 
around webcomics 
such as Garfield minus 
Garfield and Oglaf, 
which have both 
developed considerable 
followings. With the 
rise of webcomics also 
comes a booming online 
community, of which 
Graphixia is happily a 
part of. As if referring 
to comic books as 
superheroes themselves, 
Wilkins describes 
webcomics in a blog post 
“as a possible destiny of 
the medium.”
With a videocast, 
seven podcasts, and 93 
blog posts already under 
Graphixia’s name, here’s 
hoping the comic book 
quadpod enjoys another 
93 more.
If you would like 
to check out some of 
Graphixia’s blog posts 
or any of their other 
projects, go to www.
graphixia.cssgn.org. As 
well, they are always 
open to having new 
contributors on the 
website. Email Peter 
Wilkins at drpdwilkins@
gmail.com for more 
details.
Comic book blog Graphixia soars to new heights with first videocast
Screenshot from Graphixia Videocast (Nov. 5, 2012) | Courtesy of Jacey Gibb
Dear Editor,
I met this girl the other day, and I think she’s 
the one. I want to wrap her up in layers of soft 
cashmere and make her breakfast. She makes me 
laugh and cry, and I just want to see her again. 
I think she likes me too, because she gave me 
her number. How many days should I wait before 
calling her?
Love,
Boy
Dear Boy,
Call her yesterday. If you like someone, why 
waste time playing games? Fucking call her. 
Right now.
XOXO,
Editor
Have a question of your own? Email us at: 
editor@theotherpress.ca
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Quick tips and advice for 
achieving sobriety 
By Keating Smith, 
Staff Writer
I would like to start off by quoting everyone’s 
favourite American 
father, Mr. Homer J. 
Simpson, who once said, 
“To alcohol, the cause 
of, and solution to, all of 
life’s problems.” 
But what if alcohol 
is becoming more of a 
problem in your life and 
less of a solution, like it 
was for me towards the 
end of summer? 
In a personal quest 
to test my will and seek 
clarity, I have abstained 
from consuming alcohol 
for 100 days. The journey 
has been interesting. 
If you are reading this 
and thinking to yourself 
that you might have a 
problem with the bottle, 
here is what I have to say:
1) Be strong-willed. 
Like, really strong-willed
The thought of 
refraining from alcohol 
may seem nice, especially 
if you think you may 
have a problem with the 
amount you consume. 
However, the action of 
staying sober is not as 
enjoyable—especially for 
the first few days. Dump 
all your boozehound 
friends, quit going to 
the bar, keep walking 
when you pass the local 
liquor store, and, most 
importantly don’t give 
up. Keep a positive 
frame of mind and when 
you have accomplished 
something huge, reward 
yourself with something 
besides booze. 
2) Research the 
negative effects of mass 
alcohol consumption and 
seek advice
There is a ton of 
literature you can find 
on the consequences of 
consuming too much 
alcohol. You don’t 
have to wander further 
than the search bar on 
YouTube. Another good 
resource at your disposal 
is the counselors at both 
campuses who typically 
can be seen on a drop-
in basis. Your tuition 
pays their salaries and 
these professionals can 
help you with your 
goals of staying away 
from alcohol and any 
associated influences in 
your life. Finally, if you 
think you have a really 
big problem with 
the bottle and 
need a support 
group, go to an 
AA meeting.
3) One day at a time
Rome wasn’t built 
in a day and neither 
should your journey to 
sobriety. If you think 
about how awesome 
you will feel after a 
month of not drinking or 
how shitfaced you will 
get after a month as a 
reward, chances are you 
will fail miserably. When 
you took your first steps 
as an infant were you 
running in a marathon 
two days later? Didn’t 
think so.
4) Exercise
I really don’t have 
to explain this one in 
detail, but I will say 
that once you have quit 
drinking and overcome 
the drowsy/lethargic 
stage that typically lasts 
a few days to a week, 
I guarantee you will 
get a massive surge of 
energy and will need to 
go and get rid of it. Go 
Forrest Gump-style and 
run across the country. 
Who cares, just keep 
physically active.
5) Don’t substitute 
drinking with other 
“extremes”
You may feel the 
need to substitute the 
void in your inner self 
with some other lewd 
act. Examples include: 
overconsumption of 
energy drinks, becoming 
the village bicycle, illegal 
or prescription drug use, 
and performing socially 
unacceptable 
actions. 
Don’t 
do these 
things. This 
is a personal 
journey to 
find “you” without 
the assistance 
of substances 
or extreme 
behaviours. 
To be honest, 
I don’t miss 
alcohol at all. 
This feels 
weird to say 
considering 
my old 
buddy 
and 
I go 
way 
back, from the high 
school parties, to the 
social gatherings as an 
adult, to even essay 
writing in college. All 
aforementioned events 
involved some type of 
inebriation, which at 
times was extreme. 
On a final note, the 
amount of money 
you will save 
and the good 
you’re 
doing 
your physical and 
mental health (including 
gaining confidence, self-
esteem, and peace of 
mind) are all incredible 
feats. I don’t want to 
throw some spiritual or 
religious lecture at you; 
I just want you to know 
that there are certain 
questions your mind 
will answer that can 
be heavily silenced by 
alcohol in the big picture.
Good luck!
100 days without alcohol
Go Forrest Gump-style and run across the country. 
Who cares, just keep physically active.
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I know the college environment and what expectations 
students bring to the table, and I have experiences in both 
of those worlds that often cross over. It’s great to be able to 
connect to students, or try to with that kind of background.
By Liam Britten, 
Contributor
Eight days ago, Canadians spent 
two minutes of silence 
remembering the sacri-
fices of our soldiers in 
wartime. As a nation, 
Canada has fought 
in conflicts across the 
globe: the First and 
Second World Wars in 
the first half of the 20th 
Century, Korea in the 
1950s, Afghanistan after 
September 11, Iraq in 
1991, and Libya in 2012.
And when we 
remember our war dead 
and the wars our nation 
fought in, the conflicts 
above are probably what 
came to 
most of our 
minds. 
We may have even 
paused to remember the 
conflicts before Canada 
became a sovereign 
nation. The War of 1812 
probably crossed the 
minds of more than a few 
of us, when Canadians 
bravely and defiantly 
turned back American 
aggressors invading 
the pre-Confederation 
colonies of Upper and 
Lower Canada. It’s espe-
cially easy to remember 
1812 when there are 
heroic commercials on 
television and warships 
engraved on our coins.
But it’s unlikely 
that Canada’s first war 
as a sovereign 
nation crossed 
the minds of 
many. That 
would be the 
Second Boer 
War (also 
known as the Anglo-
Boer war), a conflict 
in modern-day South 
Africa fought between 
the British Empire and 
Dutch-descended Boers 
from 1899 to 1902. This 
colonial conflict was 
fought for the same 
reasons as many before 
it: resources (in this case, 
the vast mineral wealth 
of South Africa, including 
gold and diamonds) and 
control over the native 
population who would 
serve as cheap labourers.
But what makes this 
war so disturbing
 
and so rarely remem-
bered were the tactics 
Imperial Britain used. 
By the war’s end, over 
100,000 Boer and black 
civilians had been 
sent to concentration 
camps, where over 
44,000 would die.
And Canadian 
soldiers, 7,368 of them, 
participated in every 
step of the way. 
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For queen and country
Why did this happen? 
Why did Canada take 
part in such an ugly 
conflict using the most 
despicable methods 
of war, save perhaps 
the extermination 
camps of the Nazis?
It was true that 
Canada, at the time, 
was a mere dominion of 
Britain, and therefore we 
went to war when they 
did. But notions of being 
dragged into depravity 
by our colonial masters 
are insufficient. In truth, 
Canada embraced the 
chance to go to war on 
Britain’s side with great 
enthusiasm. Many of 
us were British at the 
time, or at least of British 
descent. In English 
Canada at least, there 
was no doubt that we 
should be involved.
And why not? This 
should have been an easy 
war for the powerful 
British, and indeed, the 
conventional war lasted 
but a year, until the 
Boer nations, Transvaal 
and the Orange Free 
State, were conquered. 
However, the Boers 
in the annexed land 
refused to give up. 
Their outmanned and 
under-equipped combat-
ants began fighting a 
guerilla-style war that 
the British were unable 
to counter effectively. 
To turn the tide, the 
Imperial forces began 
using “scorched earth” 
tactics against Boer civil-
ians who were aiding the 
guerillas with supplies 
and shelter. Livestock 
was confiscated. Crops 
were burned and the 
fields were salted. And 
eventually, the British 
decided that that the 
best way to keep the 
non-combatants from 
providing aid would 
be to keep them under 
guard in overcrowded, 
filthy disease-infested 
concentration camps.
Most of the pris-
oners were women, 
children, and the elderly. 
Separated by race, it is 
believed that roughly 
28,000 whites died, and 
16,000 blacks died.
Selective memory
Outside of history 
majors, few Canadians 
today know anything 
about the Second Boer 
War. It concluded 110 
years ago, and has been 
out of our living memory 
for decades. Even books 
in our schools barely 
mention the issue. When 
I was taking Grade 12 
history in high school, 
it was given a passing 
mention as some war that 
preceded World War I. 
And of course, it’s 
easy to see why no 
Canadian would even 
want to remember it. 
It was a war where we 
and our allies were 
undoubtedly the bad 
guys. Canada was noth-
ing more than a colonial 
henchman out to help 
Britain do her dirty work, 
subjugating yet another 
nation for the “Empire 
On Which the Sun Never 
Sets,” using the most 
barbarous methods 
imaginable to set up 
a country that would 
later become apartheid 
South Africa. Not exactly 
a feat to be proud of.
But it seems 
ironic that the Harper 
Government is spending 
millions this year lion-
izing the War of 1812, a 
war “Canada” wasn’t 
even alive for. Yet at the 
same time, Canadians 
remain woefully unedu-
cated about the war that 
was the most shameful 
in our history. It seems 
as though all the effort 
the Conservatives have 
put into remembering 
one old war is matched 
only by our collec-
tive effort as a people 
to forget another. 
One thing I truly 
feel that Stephen Harper 
has done right as Prime 
Minister has been apolo-
gizing to the Aboriginal 
peoples of this country 
for the hundreds of 
years of oppression 
they were forced to 
endure under the yoke 
of colonialism. It didn’t 
change much, but it was 
an admission that we 
were in the wrong, and 
I feel it should count for 
something. Perhaps we 
owe the people of South 
Africa the same courtesy. 
It may have happened 
over 110 years ago, but 
it would be a start.
The real value of service
Vimy Ridge. Normandy. 
P e a c e k e e p i n g _ i n 
Yugoslavia. This is what 
comes to mind when 
we think of Canada’s 
military. And obviously, 
these were gallant suc-
cesses against despicable 
enemies—the aggressive 
German Empire, the Nazis, 
and the genocidaires of 
Southern Europe.
But we have to 
be honest with 
ourselves. To 
simply pre-
tend that our 
nation has 
never done 
a n y t h i n g 
wrong in 
w a r t i m e 
is childish 
escapism. 
We owe it to the victims of 
South Africa to remember.
We also owe it to our 
veterans and the men 
and women serving in 
our armed forces today 
to remember. We owe 
it to them because we 
cannot truly appreciate 
the gallantry, dignity, 
and professionalism that 
they have served with 
until we acknowledge 
that it is not simply a 
natural outcome of being 
Canadian. Like any other 
nation, we are as capable 
of monstrosity as we 
are capable of heroism 
in the face of combat.
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In which I celebrate Buy Nothing 
Day with business-as-usual 
austerity
By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
Austerity measures dictate that for me, most days 
are a buy nothing day. This 
November, I’ve been sticking 
it hard to consumer culture, 
drinking my drip coffee from 
my own mug, and eschewing 
creature comforts like new 
clothes or the privilege of seeing 
Skyfall during opening week. 
It’s been cold, it’s been tragic, 
it’s been… well, austere. 
And on November 23 
in North America (the 24 
internationally), the rest of 
the world will be catching up 
with me by participating in the 
global movement called Buy 
Nothing Day. This movement 
was started in Vancouver in 1992 
by Adbusters magazine. Their 
Buy Nothing Day website urges 
folks to, “Go cold turkey from 
consumer culture completely!  
Like those who have accepted 
this magical invitation before 
you, you may be rewarded 
with a life-changing shift of 
perspective—a glimpse into 
how to consume less and live 
more on this precarious planet 
of ours.”
Sounds pretty good, hey? 
But, you ask, what difference 
is one day going to make? 
Won’t people just wait a day 
to consume what they were 
planning? Well, in North 
America at least, BND coincides 
with Black Friday, which, for 
the uninformed, is America’s 
answer to Boxing Day. A day 
long frenzy of big box deals, 
epic lineups for electronic 
sales, much-publicized 
deaths-by-trampling, and 
general deplorable human 
behaviour. It’s a real riot—
there literally are riots. Culture 
jammers (Adbuster’s name for 
participants in their campaigns 
and general anti-consumer way 
of life) may not account for 
much of the Black Friday crowd, 
but the hope is that through 
poster and sticker campaigns 
(which always work), 
participants can extend their 
reach to the rest of the North 
American sheeple. 
The credit card, symbol of 
excess in Western culture, is 
put on display during BND. 
Posters on abusters.org include a 
credit card being used to spread 
butter on toast, and culture 
jammers advocating public 
displays of card mutilation as a 
way to celebrate the attack on 
consumerism. To participate, 
you too can cut up your credit 
card! Adbusters also suggests 
participating in a “Whirl-Mart,” 
a synchronized conga-line 
of empty carts being pushed 
through the aisles of your local 
big box store.
Or, if you’re feeling a little 
more daring, you can follow 
the lead of the now-defunct 
Montreal-based anarchist group 
which advocates what they 
call “Steal Something Day.” In 
an archived press release from 
1999 (I know, it’s dated, but 
it’s so fantastic I had to share) 
the group accuses Adbusters 
of operating from “their stylish 
home base in Vancouver’s 
upscale suburb of Kitsilano” 
and creating “the perfect feel-
good, liberal, middle-class 
activist non-happening.” They 
instead suggest we “participate 
by participating” and steal 
something. For example, we 
could “[T]ake a yuppie’s BMW 
for a joyride, and crash into a 
parked Mercedes just for the hell 
of it.”
The Adbusters BND 
campaign can be seen as 
lukewarm, especially when 
contrasted with the anti-
consumer approach of the 
anarchists. But a more measured 
word on the topic comes from 
TheTyee’s Jenn Farrell, who 
wrote in 2006, “So who is Buy 
Nothing Day really for? … It’s 
not for those who are already 
not buying anything and long 
to escape those circumstances. 
So that leaves Whitey 
McPrivileged, who can check to 
make sure he’s got enough toilet 
paper and tea bags in the house 
before the big day.”
Buy Nothing Day 2012 is 
coming up this Friday. Potential 
for slacktivism is high, but the 
event serves as a reminder that 
we’re more than just consumers, 
and that we can detox from the 
spend-happy rat race in which 
some of us may find ourselves 
trapped. Look for me on Friday: 
I’ll be the girl in the concourse 
brown bagging it.
Austerity Measures: part 3
 Posters on abusters.org include a credit card 
being used to spread butter on toast, and 
culture jammers advocating public displays 
of card mutilation as a way to celebrate the 
attack on consumerism. 
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722 Carnarvon St., New Westminster, BC, V3M 1E6
TEL: 604-553-3028 OR 778-688-9716 WWW.JAWAIT.COM
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Hair: there or bare?
By Viv Steele, 
Possible Cavewoman
Hair can be a touchy subject 
for a lot of people, especially 
the hair down there. Porn stars 
usually don’t have any; whereas 
the ladies and gents in your 
parents’ copy of 1972 seminal 
sex resource, The Joy of Sex, sport 
full-on genital carpeting. Pop 
culture leads you to believe that, 
if you’re a woman, your vagina 
needs to be a bare, pristine, hair-
free wasteland; a veritable fleshy 
Slip ’n Slide, the sight of which 
will cause your partner to want 
to get all wet and wild up in 
that. 
But the truth is that much 
like everything else about sex 
and relationships, the body hair 
issue is wholly dependent on 
you, your situation, and your 
preferences. But since you come 
here for definitive answers, 
I’ll try and tackle the age old 
question once and for all, by 
imparting upon you my two 
golden rules. 
So here’s Viv Steele’s 
first golden rule of vulvar 
landscaping: forget everything 
you’ve seen on screen. 
I’ve already discussed the 
disconnection between porn 
and reality in this column, but I 
think for the average youth and 
college student, the truth can’t 
be stressed enough. Porn is not 
real life! So, ladies, when you see 
those picture-perfect high-def 
hairless pussies being pounded 
on RedTube or whatever, don’t 
feel like you need to have any 
shame in your game.
Porn actors can afford 
regular waxing; civilians who 
attempt to remove the evil hair 
with traditional (read: cheaper) 
methods, such as shaving, may 
find themselves with razor 
burn and ingrown hairs, which 
is unsightly, but more to the 
point, incredibly uncomfortable. 
Logistics aside, pornography 
portrays a hyper-sexualized 
and clearly fake facsimile of sex. 
Above average penis lengths, 
aggressively fake breasts, 
and hairless lady parts can 
contribute to a low body image, 
or worse, could encourage us 
to place expectations on our 
partners.
Which leads me to my 
second golden rule: don’t let 
your partner dictate what you 
should do with your vagina. 
Ever. Be open to input, sure, but 
what you’re sporting under your 
skivvies is nobody’s business 
but yours. We live in a society 
which tries to control people 
through shame and unspoken 
codes. I’m a firm believer that 
mainstream sex advice, mostly 
garnered from Cosmo, Maxim, 
and romantic comedies tries 
to shame women into thinking 
that bald is beautiful and 
hairy is hellish. So, do what 
you will. Do what makes you 
feel comfortable, but if your 
partner politely asks you to trim, 
consider their wishes. And if 
you dare to bare, then support 
your local esthetician and get it 
waxed. Your tender flesh will 
thank you.
The hottest apps of the 
week: It’s a holly, jolly, 
STFU
By App Man, Mobile 
App Aficionado
Welcome, welcome, 
welcome. App Man is here, 
to recommend YOU the best 
apps of the week. Each week, 
App Man will have an 
unexpected theme for you 
to discover and enjoy. And 
don’t forget! If you’ve got 
any cool apps to share, email 
App Man at appman@
gmail.com. 
Have a holly jolly 
Christmas…GODDAMIT! 
Get that song out of App 
Man’s head please! As 
November comes to an 
early week of goodies, 
including the release 
of Google’s new Nexus 
4 and the premiere of 
Twilight Breaking Dawn 
Part 2 (hey, App Man 
likes it), it seems like 
Christmas is coming 
sooner than ever. To make 
your Christmas dreams 
come even faster, check 
out these neat apps! 
1. Funky Smugglers 
– iOS ($0.99)/Android 
($0.99)
Get your fingers ready 
as you play an airport 
security guard ready to 
catch those vile scum 
smugglers! Join huge 
team battles where you 
fight for the highest 
scores and get into 
challenging randomized 
missions! While enjoying 
the funky ‘70s music, 
you’ll fall in love with the 
colourful graphics. Made 
by an award-winning 
developer, Funky 
Smugglers is a game you 
won’t want to miss even, 
though if it costs a dollar. 
2. Angry Birds: Star Wars 
– iOS ($0.99)/Android 
(Free)
Angry Birds, Angry 
Birds: Seasons, Angry 
Birds: Space, Angry 
Birds: Next Top Model… 
With the same beloved 
(or hated) characters, 
Angry Birds: Star Wars 
provides nostalgia for 
Star Wars fans. However, 
it doesn’t speak the same 
for those who aren’t—
and that includes App 
Man. With repetitive 
gameplay and similar 
graphics, Angry Birds: 
Star Wars proves that 
once you find a formula 
that works, never change 
it. Although that sounds 
very nice, it means little 
innovation in your 
creation and a whole lot 
of imitators to rejuvenate 
such success. 
3. Canabalt HD – iOS 
($2.99)/Android ($2.99)
Run, jump, and dodge. 
These are the only moves 
you need to know as you 
play through the game. 
But be warned; despite its 
simple action pads, you’ll 
be facing fast-paced 
platforms, obstacles, 
and enemies along your 
way. Enjoy the new 3D 
backgrounds or switch 
for a 2D artwork. Using 
only 12.22 MB for storage 
use, Canabalt definitely 
knows how to make the 
most out of its game, 
with big value for a low 
price. 
4. SketchBook Mobile 
– iOS ($1.99)/Android 
($1.94)
A professional-grade 
paint and drawing app, 
SketchBook Mobile offers 
you a full set of sketching 
tools and a convenient 
UI. Use your time on 
the bus to create your 
beautiful drawings and 
designs. Not only that, 
but you can use your app 
on tablets as well, giving 
you a whole new field of 
creativity in motion. 
5. Appy Geek – Free for 
iOS/Android
Love technology? Are 
you always on your 
game with tech news but 
too busy to find them 
all? Appy Geek provides 
all the geek news you 
need to know in one app. 
From sources including 
TechRadar, T3 Magazine, 
The Next Web, the 
controversial Gizmodo, 
and more, you’ll be able 
to stay in touch with your 
inner geekiness. You can 
also choose what news 
you want to be delivered 
to you, allowing you to 
sort through junk. App 
Man found Appy Geek 
to be useful, informative, 
and geeky! 
Disclaimer: App Man is 
not responsible for failed 
classes, your exes, gaming 
addiction, or thumb muscle 
problems. With great apps, 
comes great responsibility.
…don’t let your partner dictate what you 
should do with your vagina. Ever. 
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Wort: it’s not just a magic 
potion in a witch movie
By Laurel Borrowman, 
Life & Style Editor
Picture this: two women hover over a huge cauldron filled 
with boiling caramel-coloured 
liquid, dense with a rolling 
spongy emerald suspension. 
Steam rises from the pot, and 
swirls to the ceiling as one stirs 
the odd mixture with a giant 
spoon, as they both cackle 
over this special recipe they’ve 
concocted. 
Think it’s Hallowe’en and 
you’re watching Hocus Pocus 
with your little sister? Not quite. 
It’s just another night in my 
apartment, where my roommate 
and I are embarking on step two 
of brewing beer: making the 
wort. This can be you.  
Wort is what you’re left 
with after boiling, mashing, 
sparging, and adding malt to a 
whole bunch of boiling water. 
It’s basically liquid packed 
with the sugars necessary 
for fermentation, which, if 
you recall from Science 10, is 
necessary to make alcohol.
Last week, we discussed 
step one of home brew how-to, 
which involved preparation, 
both mentally and equip-
mentally, for making beer at 
home. So now that you have 
all the necessary gear, and a 
moderate understanding of 
what a fine mess you are getting 
yourself into, it’s time to start 
making the beer!
What I’ll provide is a 
general overview of the time 
commitment and resources 
required for this stage. Steps of 
this stage vary depending on the 
recipe you’ve chosen. Sometimes 
the recipe requires grains, which 
have to be sparged; sometimes 
there are two kinds of hops that 
will be added to your boiling 
water at different times. So 
when you buy your ingredients, 
be sure to ask your brewmaster 
what to do with what and when 
to do it. However, I can tell you 
pretty much what this part of 
the process looks and feels like, 
regardless of recipe.
It’s sweaty and it’s heavy 
and it’s very photogenic! This 
step, from start to finish, takes 
about three to four hours. You 
aren’t actively brewing the 
whole time, but it’s wise to 
plan being at home for a full 
afternoon or an evening to do 
this. First, you’ll fill your pot 
(or cauldron) with 25 litres of 
water. Then boil it, which will 
take somewhere between 30 
to 40 minutes or so. Once the 
water it bubbling away, and you 
are cackling like a witch, you’ll 
remove the pot from heat (or 
turn the burners off), add in all 
your malt (liquid sugar made 
from grains) minus two cups 
(put this in an airtight container 
and set aside for bottling in 
about two weeks), and boiling 
hops (bushy, green little plants 
about the size of a walnut that 
resemble pot buds). Bring it 
back to a rolling boil, make sure 
it doesn’t bubble over (sticky 
burny malty mess all over 
your oven is awful), leave it 
uncovered, and cue up Breaking 
Bad, because you’ll boil that 
mixture for one hour.
It’s also wise at this point 
to get an excess of boiled water 
ready. A kettle plus another large 
pot is usually enough. Boil and 
then leave to cool, as you’ll need 
some sterile, room temperature 
water near the end. 
After one hour has passed, 
and you have successfully 
turned your dwelling into a 
sauna, you’ll add the finishing 
hops, boil for another few 
minutes, and sparge the grains 
into the pot of liquid.  
Next, go to the bathroom 
and fill your tub about halfway 
with cold water, or about to half 
the height of your giant pot. 
Do not get into this bath. Then, 
get a big strong friend who you 
are willing to share some of 
your spoils with, or whoever 
your brewing-partner-in-crime 
may be, to get out his or her big 
strong arms and help you carry 
the massive, sticky, steaming, 
boiling hot, super heavy pot of 
wort into the bathroom. Gently 
rest the giant pot in the bath, 
and drain out any bathwater 
that looks like it might overflow 
into the pot. The goal here is 
to leave your pot in this cold 
bath until the wort has cooled 
to room temperature. This will 
probably be another hour. 
In the meantime, you’ll 
need to prep your yeast. This 
is a finicky step for which you 
should get proper instructions 
from your brewmaster. The most 
important thing is to sterilize 
everything involved in being 
around the yeast, to use sterile, 
room temperature water for 
mixing, and to not eff it up. 
The yeast is what makes the 
magic happen (i.e. facilitates the 
chemical reactions to turn wort 
to beer). 
Once your wort is cooled to 
room temperature and you’ve 
got your BB fix for the night, get 
your big strong friend again, 
a colander, your primary (the 
big white bucket), the bung 
(hee), and your yeast. Again, 
all of your equipment has to 
be sterilized by now. Rest the 
colander over the primary so 
that when you pour the wort 
from the pot into the primary, 
the hops get strained out. The 
wort in the primary should 
be free of chunks. Squeeze the 
excess liquid out of the hops 
through the colander with your 
clean hands, and top up the 
primary with your cooled extra 
water from earlier until it’s 
almost full. Add the yeast (don’t 
eff it up), secure the lid onto the 
primary, and bung it up. 
Done! For now, at least. 
Within a day, you’ll notice that 
it starts to “burp.” There will be 
movement in the bung because 
gas is being formed and released 
inside the primary. Magic is 
happening. It’ll burp for three 
to five days, and then it’s 
technically beer. 
Come back next week when 
we’ll discuss racking, more 
sterilization, and the extreme 
patience you’ll exercise while 
leaving 25 litres of beer alone for 
three weeks. 
Home brew how-to, part two
Photo courtesy of Laurel Borrowman
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Contemplation on 
being a vegetarian
By Joel MacKenzie, 
Contributor
I’ve followed a vegetarian diet for a few years now because 
I saw it as the most ethical 
way of living I could adopt: 
swapping animal products for 
plant ones can be good for the 
environment, animals, other 
people, and myself. But lately 
I’ve found myself considering 
eating meat again, particularly 
fish. This temptation really 
only comes about when I 
haven’t been eating particularly 
healthfully and when it seems 
that meat would satisfy me. Is 
this succumbing to the desires of 
flavour and instant gratification 
over compassion for animals? 
There was certainly a point 
in my life when I would have 
argued just that. After getting 
my diet back on track, I don’t 
seem to crave it. But the thought 
made me critically consider 
two of my assumed truths 
about vegetarianism that have 
kept me on the diet: that it is 
indeed healthy for humans, and 
that it and compassion for life 
fundamentally relate.
I’ve been wondering if 
the diet is healthy as the high 
amount of beans and vegetables 
that are part of my regular diet 
are, arguably, unnatural. By 
this, I mean that the amount 
that I eat was not a part of 
ancestral humans’ diets, which 
consisted of at least some—if not 
a fair amount of—meat. This is 
why, for instance, protein and 
some minerals, like iron, are 
easier to digest in meat than in 
vegetables, and also why there is 
only a very minimal amount of 
vitamin B12 available in edible 
plants.
But the definition of 
“natural” is a matter of opinion, 
not a self-evident fact. Is it not 
natural to consume healthy 
amounts of protein, vitamins, 
and minerals, even if they are 
from different sources than 
our ancestors’? Is having a 
different ratio of protein, carbs, 
and fats than our ancestors 
unnatural, even if the new ratio 
is determined to be healthy? 
And is it not natural to strive to 
reduce the amount of damage 
we do to the ecosystem that 
we are a part of, as I feel 
vegetarianism does?
I have often considered 
vegetarianism to show 
compassion for life simply 
because I thought reducing 
the deaths of animals was the 
epitome of morality. What I 
often think about now, though, 
is the difference between animal 
and plant life. Humans need to 
consume other living things to 
survive, whether they are plants 
or animals. What makes an 
animal’s life more worthy than a 
plant’s? Is it their consciousness? 
Their ability to feel pain? If we 
want to show respect to the lives 
(pain and suffering aside, of 
course) of animals, should we 
not regard those of plants in a 
similar way?
Even without a clear answer 
to any of these questions, 
vegetarianism has still helped 
bring me closer to their answers. 
To me, living ethically means 
trying to respect every other life 
that has gone into making one’s 
life possible. If I can do that 
while reducing pain, and doing 
more good than bad, I think I 
ought to.
I don’t know if my diet will 
change with my lifestyle in 
the future. But I do know that 
vegetarianism has been more 
than a diet to me. It represents a 
long process of considering life 
and death, and is an affirmation 
that nothing is black and white.
Are we suckers for 
new technology?
By Keating Smith, 
Staff Writer
A growing cultural norm seen among our generation 
is that of technology bashing. 
“My phone is better than your 
phone because it has these bells 
and whistles, and my computer 
has this soft/hardware so it is 
capable of doing these tasks 
which your archaic machine 
cannot, and so on.” 
But what if there is another 
aspect to this norm that we are 
completely oblivious or ignorant 
to?
I recently heard Camille 
Paglia, an American feminist 
and recent author of Glittering 
Images: A Journey Through 
Art from Egypt to Star Wars, 
argue on CBC Radio that the 
design and marketing behind 
smartphones—particularly the 
iPhone—is taking away from the 
collaborative appreciation for 
fine arts and how our generation 
perceives them. 
While the Apple website 
exalts the feats of engineering 
used to make these products—
which they seem to pump out 
on a quarterly basis—this does 
in fact add to Paglia’s argument. 
I think the fine arts are dealing 
with other problems that can’t 
all be blamed on Apple’s latest 
technological “breakthrough” 
product. 
True, the phenomena of 
modern technology is quite 
the feat of humankind, and the 
devices that we have at our 
disposal today could have quite 
possibly run a small corporation 
or large business 20 years ago. 
But, as Heidi Moore writes in 
the Guardian, “[P]erhaps it’s time 
to grow up and break the cycle. 
To respect these thoughtfully 
created and designed devices 
for what they are: devices, not 
new gods to be worshipped. 
To understand that we should 
use electronics until they don’t 
work anymore, not until we 
get distracted or bored by some 
other device. That would force 
companies to create better, more 
reliable products. It would 
also save us, as consumers, 
thousands of dollars in our 
budgets that we currently spend 
on serving our whims rather 
than on obtaining something 
great.”
These products cannot 
undermine the significant 
characteristics or landmarks 
within our lives, and I dare 
anyone to argue how the 
memory of spending time 
with your now deceased 
grandparent, or the images of 
childhood burned into your 
mind can be replaced by the 
latest and greatest smartphone 
or computer. 
Indeed, we may be able to 
communicate better and access 
more information on these new 
devices, but ask yourself: if all 
of these technological items 
became obsolete tomorrow, what 
would you do with your life?
Ethics in vegetarianism
Gadget addicts
To me, living ethically means trying to 
respect every other life that has gone into 
making one’s life possible. If I can do that 
while reducing pain, and doing more good 
than bad, I think I ought to.
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Time to pull the 
plug on tasers
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
Just the other week, a knife-wielding 
Vancouver man died 
following an encounter 
with the police. While an 
investigation is currently 
underway to determine 
the exact cause of death 
(the man was allegedly 
threatening to injure 
himself), the key point 
here is that the police 
employed the use of a 
taser in subduing their 
subject—and this is why 
tasers should be removed 
from law enforcement. 
Tasers are advertised 
as non-lethal weapons; 
however, the stats behind 
them would seem to 
suggest that they are 
anything but. In the 
US, there have been 181 
documented deaths tied 
to taser-use since 2009. 
While 181 deaths in a 
country of 300 million 
plus might be considered 
negligible, keep in mind 
that we’re talking about a 
weapon that is supposed 
to be non-lethal. That 
figure should be zero. 
Oftentimes, deaths related 
to tasers are blamed 
on unforeseen heart 
conditions and other 
health issues, but this 
really isn’t an acceptable 
excuse. If a weapon’s 
lethality can vary so 
severely from case to case, 
then it seems a bit naïve 
to view it exclusively as a 
non-lethal option.
The other issue 
with tasers is again 
connected to their label 
as non-lethal. Due to the 
thinking that the taser is 
a stun weapon, cops are 
less likely to hold it in 
reserve as a last resort, 
and thus, they use it more 
frequently. There are 
officers out there who are 
already guilty of police 
brutality; adding a taser 
to their arsenal is an ill-
advised move. Case in 
point, a 2008 study by 
Amnesty International 
(again, in the US) revealed 
that 90 per cent of those 
tasered were unarmed—a 
great number of them 
were tasered more than 
once. 
If there’s any good 
news that can be derived 
from the statistics, it’s 
that taser-use has seen a 
significant drop in British 
Columbia. In 2007, the 
year of the infamous 
Robert Dziekanski 
incident, there were 670 
instances of officers firing 
tasers. Fast forward five 
years later and there were 
a mere 85 cases—a change 
of 87 per cent. Fewer 
fatalities in suspects. No 
increase in officer injuries. 
Cutting down on taser 
deployments looks to be a 
win-win.
For all our wishful 
thinking, the taser isn’t 
going away anytime 
soon. With no real viable 
replacements, it’s difficult 
to see any police force 
disposing of it completely. 
The taser is an upgrade 
over the gun, but we need 
to find an upgrade for the 
taser.
Charged with battery
Student café
While 181 deaths in a country of 300 million plus 
might be considered negligible, keep in mind that 
we’re talking about a weapon that is supposed to be 
non-lethal. That figure should be zero.
Tre Galli Gelato Caffe  
By Gurneev Panesar, 
Contributor
 
After checking out the Tre Galli Gelato 
Caffe at 810 Quayside 
Drive by the New 
Westminster campus, I 
must say I am impressed 
with this coffee shop 
overall. They serve 
their drinks with a little 
shortbread biscuit, 
which again helps you 
experience the contrast in 
the coffee! The coffee is 
so smooth and refreshing 
throughout, and its 
consistency has got to 
be my favourite part 
of the experience. It’s a 
change from the usual 
commercial Starbucks 
or Tim Hortons; it’s 
authentic and classy.
This will definitely be 
my new café to hangout 
in. The ambience is 
surreal, and the view of 
the river and boats make 
it all the more heavenly. 
I highly recommend this 
spot for everyone.
Americano - $2.50
This has a crisp, clean 
finish to it. It’s so 
light, yet it delivers 
the promising Italian 
coffee taste. It doesn't 
explode like “boom” in 
your mouth, but more 
gradually takes over your 
tastebuds. It’s subtle, 
if that’s what you’re 
looking for. I personally 
enjoyed compared to 
regular Americanos 
because the bean isn’t 
too strong. My favourite 
thing would have to be 
that it doesn't leave an 
aftertaste that you would 
normally experience with 
certain blends.
White Chocolate Mocha 
- $3.75
When I had the first sip 
of this it felt like someone 
was pouring liquid silk 
into my mouth—now 
if that were possible, 
it would be an entirely 
different story! The 
mocha is light, creamy, 
and rich. I like to run a 
spoon through my coffee 
to look at the texture, 
and the White Chocolate 
Mocha is so well 
balanced between the 
ratio of coffee to milk and 
(not too much) foam! 
Blueberry Vanilla 
Matcha Frappé - $4
It’s green, which struck 
me as odd; however, 
it tastes like a vanilla 
Italian gelato mixed 
with a blueberry parfait 
in a cup! I’ve never 
had anything like this 
before. Considering it’s 
not a coffee but a latte, 
it’s rather refreshing, 
especially first thing in 
the morning. If you’re 
looking for something 
different, I recommend 
this. It’ll definitely excite 
your sense of flavour.
Cappuccino Royale - 
$3.50
Wow! Definitely did 
not expect such umph 
in a cappuccino! The 
cinnamon and sugar just 
explode in your mouth; 
however, there is a bit too 
much sugar, which threw 
me off towards the end 
and sort of killed it for 
me.
Single Espresso - $2.25
The right way to drink an 
espresso is to have a glass 
of chilled water right 
before gulping it down. 
This gives the espresso 
a completely different 
taste because it cleanses 
your tongue palette. The 
Single Espresso went 
down perfectly and that’s 
all you’re getting out 
of me (I don't want to 
spoil this one because I’d 
rather you experience it 
on your own).
Photo courtesy of www.yelp.com
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Banks shouldn’t 
blindly trust power 
of attorney papers
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
I recently read a CBC news story about 
senior citizens who had 
been denied service at 
Canadian banks. Ok, 
that immediately sounds 
bad—especially if you 
picture a poor old soul 
who doesn’t have the 
funds for their cache of 
Werther’s Originals—
but allow me to explain: 
house-ridden senior 
citizens often sign 
power of attorney over 
to someone else to help 
with decisions and tasks. 
Apparently an issue in 
elderly banking is that 
these people are denied 
services if the documents 
certifying power of 
attorney aren’t completely 
legitimate. The power 
of attorney documents 
haven’t necessarily been 
forged, but if they don’t 
meet the bank’s legal 
standards, they’ll be 
denied.
The senior citizens 
aren’t being denied service, 
though. What’s being 
denied is the validity 
of power of attorney 
documents which aren’t 
quite up to snuff. 
Let’s pause and 
consider a rather 
widespread issue in the 
senior citizen community: 
financial elder abuse. 
This is when an elderly 
person is scammed or 
manipulated into giving 
away large sums of 
money. Sometimes the 
swindlers are strangers, 
but they can also be 
friends, family, and those 
with power of attorney.
I don’t imagine 
the bank is yukking it 
up over forcing some 
senior citizen to go 
without money. Instead, 
it seems like the banks 
are safeguarding against 
older people unwittingly 
handing pools of money 
over to an untrustworthy 
person. I’d rather know 
that banks have a certain 
standard and that they 
don’t accept power of 
attorney papers willy 
nilly. Even if it means 
making it more difficult 
for the senior citizens, 
it’s better than papers 
that could (a) give 
power of attorney to an 
untrustworthy person, (b) 
illegitimately and perhaps 
illegally grant power of 
attorney, and (c) open 
the door for more 
substandard, illegitimate 
papers. When it comes to 
legal documents, I’d say 
it’s better to only accept 
legitimate ones.
Susan Eng of the 
Canadian Association of 
Retired Persons (CARP) 
argues that “At some 
point [the banks] have 
to be reasonable. They 
have to accept the word 
of a lawyer who after 
all is going to put his or 
her license on the line 
by signing the [power 
of attorney] document.” 
Like I 
said before, I’d rather 
banks and businesses 
not be flexible when it 
comes to legal documents. 
Besides which, some of 
the power of attorney 
papers are apparently 
vague, undated, and 
missing signatures. 
Sounds to me like a very 
good reason to not trust 
the lawyer who prepared 
those documents. If they 
don’t know how to do 
their job, perhaps they 
aren’t entirely credible 
in vouching for another 
person’s trustworthiness. 
Even if they’re putting 
their license on the line, 
that’s not a sure fire 
guarantee that 
the documents 
can be trusted. 
The whole situation 
sucks, and perhaps these 
banks could have been 
clearer about what the 
clients needed to do to 
access their own money. 
But how might this story 
have gone differently if 
the banks consistently 
accepted substandard 
power of attorney 
papers? Would there be 
stories of senior citizens 
who had unwittingly 
handed over thousands 
of dollars? Would the 
banks be at fault because 
they accepted illegitimate 
documents? Some senior 
citizens are fortunate 
to have genuinely 
beneficent, responsible 
family members who 
honestly care for them. 
For the senior citizens 
who are victimized by 
coercion, manipulation, 
and scamming, I think 
that it’s best that these 
policies remain in place.
Gimme, gimme never gets
I’d rather know that banks have a certain standard 
and that they don’t accept power of attorney papers 
willy nilly. Even if it means making it more difficult 
for the senior citizens…
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Canada’s national 
program runs afoul
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
Canadian soccer took a massive step in the 
wrong direction when 
they were blown out 8–1 
by Honduras during the 
World Cup last October. 
It was one of the ugliest 
games I’ve ever suffered 
through—and as a fan 
of North American soc-
cer, that’s really saying 
something. Stephen Hart 
stepped down shortly 
after the embarrassing 
loss, and no candidates 
are lining up for the head 
coaching job as of yet, 
leaving the never-ending 
question for Canadian 
soccer: what now?
Quite honestly, it 
looks like Canada is set to 
go through another Dark 
Age. Not that the period 
we’ve been experiencing 
was exactly paradise, but 
there was hope. Canada 
has had a set of solid, if 
unspectacular pool of 
players to pick from for 
several years now. Yes, it 
was still Canadian soccer: 
humping the long ball 
and running willy-nilly 
after it, but this was sup-
posed to be the World 
Cup we had a shot at. 
Reaching the Hex was 
the bare minimum as far 
as expectations went. 
Outside of Iain 
Hume’s substitute 
appearance and a few 
token moments of work 
from other players, you 
wouldn’t have even 
known that there were 
two teams playing. And 
why on earth is Julian De 
Guzman picked for these 
squads? He’s rubbish 
on the ball and he’s tit 
useless off of it. Give me 
Terry Dunfield over him 
any day of the week.
Canada is stuck in the 
archaic mindset of pick-
ing the biggest, strongest 
players from a young 
age. It’s a “win now” 
philosophy. But there’s a 
major hole in the thought 
process. When you get to 
the senior level, everyone 
is big and strong. That 
sole advantage you had 
is gone, and with it, are 
all the talented players 
who were passed by 
in favour of brawn. As 
long as Canada keeps 
“developing” its squads 
like this, there’s no hope 
for the national program.
Speaking of squad 
selections, the red and 
white probably blew 
their chance at pulling 
two promising players 
onto the squad with 
the loss as well: David 
“Junior” Hoilett and 
Jonathan De Guzman. 
Neither has declared 
which country they will 
play for yet, but after see-
ing the downward spiral 
that is Canada, it’s highly 
unlikely that either will 
choose to come home. 
That said, good riddance 
to them. If someone 
doesn’t immediately 
declare to play for their 
country, I’d rather they 
never do. It’s an honour 
and a privilege to wear 
the national colours. 
It’s not a right. It’s not 
something you should 
have to think about. It’s 
a loud and resounding 
“yes.” All this flip-
flopping these spoiled 
brats put on these days is 
disgusting. Choosing to 
play for another country 
just because they have 
a better shot at winning 
is despicable. And no, 
I don’t count Owen 
Hargreaves; Canada 
snubbed him, not the 
other way around. Ryan 
Giggs is the classic 
example of how a player 
should conduct his inter-
national career. Wales 
never was, and probably 
never will amount to 
anything. But Giggs stuck 
with it despite the pos-
sible weaseling he could 
have done to get himself 
onto an English squad.
The impression I 
get from Hoilett is that 
he wants an easy “in” 
to the World Cup. Why 
not declare for Canada 
or Jamaica during 
qualifying so he could 
help them out? His tired 
excuse was something 
about wanting to focus 
on his club career. I can 
guarantee, if Jamaica 
qualifies, Hoilett’s club 
career will suddenly be 
completely sorted out. 
Think I’m hard on him? 
Keep in mind that this 
is the same fellow who 
has expressed an inter-
est in trying to play for 
England—through some 
remarkable bloodline.
Those still holding 
out World Cup hopes 
for this country, grab 
a book or dozen. It’s 
going to be a while.
Seeing red
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
The men’s basketball team kicked off 
their third week into 
the season with a win 
over the CBC Bearcats 
last Friday 88–86, and a 
loss on Saturday against 
the Kwantlen Eagles 
by a score of 90–85. 
They are currently 
sixth in the PACWEST 
standings with a 
2–3 record and four 
points in five games. 
They face the Langara 
Falcons this Friday 
at Douglas College at 
8 p.m. in their only 
game of the weekend. 
The women’s 
basketball team had 
yet another success-
ful weekend to their 
season with a 94–36 
blowout win over 
the CBC Bearcats last 
Friday. as well as a 
62–54 win against the 
Eagles on Saturday. 
They are third in the 
standings with a 3–1 
record and six points in 
four games. They host 
the Langara Falcons 
this Friday at 6 p.m. 
The men and 
women’s volleyballs 
teams did not play this 
past weekend but will 
be visiting the UFV 
Cascades in back-to-
back games this Friday 
and Saturday—the 
men’s games at 8 p.m. 
and the women’s 
games at 6 p.m. The 
men’s team sits atop of 
the standings with an 
impressive 9–1 record 
and 18 points while the 
women’s team sits in 
sixth position with a 3–7 
record and six points.
Royals Roundup
Quite honestly, it looks like Canada is set to go through 
another Dark Age. 
21
Sportswww.theotherpress.ca
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
It’s common knowledge that baseball is not 
popular on the West 
coast. I can’t say for 
the entire country of 
Canada, because teams 
like the Toronto Blue Jays 
are household names, 
but even then I doubt 
that baseball in Toronto 
overcomes hockey in a 
popularity contest. Even 
Toronto’s basketball and 
football teams, from my 
point of view, would 
come out on top. It’s 
strange that baseball is 
so popular in the United 
States, but once you cross 
that border and head 
north, the popularity 
diminishes. Vanishes. 
And turns that vapor 
into a hockey-mad, 
brawling, riot trashing 
environment. But why?
Perhaps it’s because 
Canada only has one 
MLB baseball team, the 
Toronto Blue Jays. If there 
are no baseball teams 
across the country than 
how is it even possible 
for the sport to gain 
followers? We only have 
one major baseball team 
in our whole nation; you 
can’t expect the entire 
population of Canada 
to jump on board the 
baseball bandwagon. It’s 
not convenient for the 
over-privileged, iPhone 
consuming, public. 
There’s also the other 
point of view of the con-
siderable risk there is of 
bringing an MLB team to 
a hockey mad city such 
as Vancouver. If baseball 
isn’t popular in Canada, 
why even bother trying? 
Is the risk worth it?
The Vancouver 
Canadians, being the 
Blue Jays affiliate team, 
are the closest baseball 
team Vancouver has to 
the big leagues. Yet, I 
never hear about them 
next to the Canucks, 
Whitecaps, and the 
BC Lions. Maybe it’s 
because I don’t have a 
particularly strong inter-
est in baseball, but even 
still there isn’t a buzz 
in advertising to go see 
Canadians games around 
town. No commercials, 
posters, 2–for–1 deals, 
no nothing. Not being 
a baseball connoisseur, 
if there isn’t advertising 
to promote the sport I’m 
most definitely not going 
to randomly decide to go 
to a Canadians game. It’s 
just not going to happen. 
Last year, I went to a 
baseball game in South 
Korea and couldn’t 
believe the environment 
there. Every single player 
on the home team had 
their own specific song 
that the crowd would 
cheer for, and every 
time the players went 
up to bat the fans in the 
stands would break out 
into song and dance for 
that player; the dedica-
tion and passion that 
these fans had for the 
game was unbelievable. 
Baseball to them is like 
what hockey is to us.
Hockey in Vancouver 
is almost like a religion. 
You don’t even have to 
be a fan of the Canucks 
and you can probably 
list a few players that 
you know on the team. 
It is engrained in the 
hearts of Canadians and 
therefore profitable in the 
well-developed market 
where baseball doesn’t 
hold the same cultural 
value. Less people attend 
the baseball games, 
which is why the sport 
is less profitable, has 
less advertising, and is 
less popular in Canada. 
CFL fails to Nik 
it at the bud
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
Classless Nik Lewis has managed to sink 
to a new low. In the bone-
headed play of the year, 
the Stampeders wide 
receiver tweeted, “I just 
bought OJ’s gloves on 
eBay. Now all I need is a 
white girl named Nicole” 
and added the hashtag 
#maybealittletofar. 
Lewis said, “I tried 
to use my comedic rights 
and I guess I went a little 
too far.” Uh huh, sure. 
Try way too far. There 
are certain topics you just 
don’t joke about, Nik. 
Perhaps the worst part of 
it all is that he acknowl-
edged in the tweet that 
it was too far, but still 
went on to post it (and 
with a spelling mistake). 
The CFL has fined him 
an undisclosed amount.
Earlier this season, 
hulking Khalif Mitchell 
made an inappropriate 
tweet himself, making 
use of a racial slur to 
those of Chinese descent. 
The CFL fined him, and 
the Lions promptly sus-
pended him on their own 
accord. It was a smart 
move, and the right 
one. It was completely 
out of line for Mitchell 
to say what he did, and 
the club showed that 
they wouldn’t stand 
for it, regardless of 
how much they would 
miss him on the field. 
Coming back to 
Lewis, whose tweet is 
far worse, we should 
expect the Stamps to 
suspend him as well, 
right? Apparently not. 
The team has placed their 
ethics and image behind 
them and instead chosen 
to focus on winning the 
playoff game at hand. 
Are we all as lost as Drew 
Tate here? It’s a mind-
bogglingly loathsome 
move (or lack thereof). 
At least the public can 
take consolation in the 
fact that the receiver is 
truly repentant for his 
actions though: “Do I 
regret it? I regret getting 
money taken out of my 
pocket, I regret saying 
it, but I can’t take it 
back.” Never mind.
The league should 
honestly be ashamed of 
itself. I still think, even 
if the Lions hadn’t done 
it themselves, Mitchell 
should have been 
suspended for his com-
ments. The same goes for 
Lewis. Surely the CFL 
realizes that the players 
are the face of the league? 
Do they really want to 
push themselves further 
into the bush league 
image that so many peo-
ple already see the CFL 
to be? Allowing players 
to act as these two have 
is completely unaccept-
able. The fact that the 
suspension would cover 
a playoff game isn’t suf-
ficient reason to ignore 
Lewis’ comment. In fact, 
it would have been the 
perfect opportunity for 
the league to make a very 
public stand. Instead, 
they slapped him on the 
wrist and allowed him to 
continue merrily along. If 
one were to translate the 
CFL’s actions into a phys-
ical act, we just watched 
an epic face plant.
The top five biggest 
Canuck letdowns 
Tweeting twit
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By David Hollinshead, 
Contributor
A couple of weeks ago, I wrote about 
potential winners of the 
Heisman Trophy this 
year, saying that no one 
had really made a huge 
jump to go grab it. This 
continues to be true, as 
none of the players on 
the Heisman Watch List 
were at the number one 
spot for longer than two. 
Now there is a player 
who is making a late-
season drive towards 
being college football’s 
most valuable player. If 
you can believe it, this 
dark horse is a freshman. 
Johnny Manziel has 
made his presence 
known in the football 
world after the 19-year-
old freshman quarterback 
led his ninth ranked 
Texas A&M Aggies in 
an unimaginable upset, 
defeating the number one 
ranked Alabama Crimson 
Tide 29–24. 
Alabama—coached 
by the great Nick 
Saban—constantly 
produces quality talent 
in the NFL, repeatedly 
sending out starters 
in the first round 
of the draft. They 
were predicted to go 
undefeated this season, 
being considered a 
lock to compete in the 
National Championship 
game against either 
Oregon or Kansas State. 
However, Alabama could 
not stop the Aggies 
offense and their constant 
mistakes in the red zone 
ultimately cost them the 
game. 
The Aggies jumped 
out to a quick 20–0 
lead in the first quarter 
before Alabama started a 
comeback in the second 
quarter, bringing them 
within a field goal 20–17. 
The Aggies kicked a 
field goal and scored 
another touchdown 
before the Tide answered, 
scoring a touchdown for 
themselves. The game 
was sealed after Tide 
quarterback AJ McCaron 
threw an interception in 
the endzone to Aggies 
cornerback Deshazor 
Everett.
 The most astounding 
thing about this upset 
victory? A freshman 
quarterback playing 
near flawlessly against 
the number one ranked 
defense. Manziel was 
a threat not only in the 
air but on the ground, 
completing 24 of 
31passes for 253 yards 
with two touchdowns 
and zero interceptions, 
adding 92 yards on 18 
carries. If you have been 
following the Aggies this 
season, you’ll know that 
this isn’t something new 
from him. Manziel has 
thrown for over 2,700 
yards and 18 touchdowns 
while also running for 
over 1,000 yards and 
another 15 scores. He has 
also led his team to a 9–2 
record in its first season 
in the powerhouse SEC. 
Manziel is now being 
discussed in some circles 
as a potential Heisman 
candidate. Just looking at 
his stats and comparing 
them to the other 
quarterbacks like Matt 
Barkley or Geno Smith 
might make you think 
less of Manziel but if you 
watch the film, you know 
this team is succeeding 
because of Johnny 
“Football”, as he’s been 
aptly re-named. You can 
also look at the teams 
looking to play in the 
National Championship, 
such as Oregon, Kansas 
State, Alabama, and 
Notre Dame and find 
that there isn’t a single 
player that has stood out 
above the rest and put 
on performances that are 
worthy of the Heisman. 
In one game, Manziel 
went from being an 
undersized dual threat 
quarterback that teams 
didn’t think twice of 
to someone with MVP 
potential. Manziel fought 
for the starting job in 
spring camp, wasn’t even 
named the starter for the 
team until August 15, 
and has never looked 
back since. Head coach 
Kevin Sumlin looks like 
a genius for his decision. 
They even stole him from 
Oregon as Manziel had 
a verbal agreement to 
play for the Ducks where 
he would’ve probably 
been sitting behind 
fellow freshman Marcus 
Mariota, but Aggies 
offensive coordinator and 
former NFL quarterback 
Cliff Kingsbury was able 
to talk him into staying 
in his home state.. Now 
they get to watch him 
become one of the most 
nationally relevant 
quarterbacks in the world 
and (fingers crossed) 
potentially win the 
Heisman.
Johnny Manziel | Photo courtesy of www.operationsports.com
Johnny “Football” Manziel
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By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
Before YouTube was overrun by cat videos, it was a platform for 
comedy. So let’s remember the classics.
This week’s comedy classic is a dark comedy animation that 
depicts the story of Wilson the volleyball from the film Cast 
Away after coming back from shooting the film.  It deals 
with everything from Wilson’s coke addition to the drama 
of his wife’s affair that resulted in her pregnancy. Created 
by filmmaker Christopher Aitken, it started as a one-minute 
animation assignment and ended up becoming a five-minute 
passion project. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUiWR7pN-xo
The High Voltage Fence
Danger appeals to you
It electrifies your being 
So climb that volt fence
“Quack Attack” | Photo illustration by Cody Klyne

